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government under which they lived. He knew there were
some who affected to despise that Idea; but they were weak,
shallow3 miserable politicians. He knew that Ireland was
in that respect in a very dangerous condition. It was
essential to the welfare of a country that the common people
should have a veneration for its laws. This was by no
means the case In Ireland; and why? Because the law
was there regarded as an instrument of oppression, and
as having been made upon a principle of pitiful monopoly,
and not for the general protection, welfare, and happiness of
the mass of the people. It was too common there for the
lower class of the people to resist the execution of the laws.
Theft itself was not regarded by them with the same
abhorrence as with us. Indeed, if we would have the mass
of mankind regard our laws with veneration, we must make
them feel the benefits of them; shew them that they are
equal, and alike administered to all without distinction. It
was this principle which made the laws of England so much
the object of our admiration; It was this which made the
people parties, as It were, In the execution of the laws; for
when anyone Infringed them, a prosecution against him was
generally a popular measure. What he said with regard to
laws, was also applicable to religion. He would have
religious toleration as equal as the laws of England, and
that all men should be estimated In society by their morals
and not by the mode of religious worship. To root out
prejudices altogether was not a thing to be accomplished
at once; but It was a thing to be attempted, and every step
towards it would be an advantage to the country. Such
was the plan of Earl Fitzwilliam, which, Instead of being
aided, as It ought, was thwarted by the measures of our
ministers. They had renewed the old plan of corruption,
which had made the government of that country odious;
this was too well authenticated to be doubted: it had been
stated publicly in the House of Commons there, by a gentle-
man whose talents were highly eminent, and for whom,
notwithstanding some little differences upon political sub-
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